Minutes of the Piper's Area Resident's Association Committee Meeting12.11.12

Venue: Carole Bent's house – The Old Nursery, Marlborough Lane, at 7pm

1. Apologies: PC Tim North, Daphne Hardwick, Pete Cousins.

Present: Duncan Cunningham, Cllr Watts, Cllr Bluh, Cllr Mattock, Claire Bouverie-Brine, Bea Menier, Carole Bent, Colin Doubleday, Susanne Webb, Kareen Boyd, Adrian Downing, Linda Kasmaty

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting were approved by Carole Bent and seconded by Duncan Cunningham.

3. Police Update

Read by Carole in PC North's absence-

 The two men aged 22and 29, from the Okus Road, area who have been responsible for much of the recent graffiti, namely 'Ace' and 'Crop' tags have been arrested and are now on bail. 

There have been burglaries in Lawn, Broome Manor and Westlecot areas between 12 noon and 8pm, BMW and Audi cars with false number plates have been used by the burglars. It was noted that Neighbourhood Watch could be reinstated and may help reduce the number of  burglaries.

4 premises in Old Town have been caught serving under age drinkers when test purchases were made, they have received fixed penalties.

There was a nasty incident on Halloween evening.

Christmas Lights are being switched on the 29th of November.

Action: Linda will invite a Neighbourhood Watch officer to the next meeting.

4. Matters Arising and AOB

A member of the committee confirmed that the information board has been erected.

Cllr Watts confirmed that the land at the side of 1, Evelyn Street is not privately owned. 

Cllr Watts showed us plans outlining the tree planting plans for the Croft site. They did not address the fact that trees had been taken out from land bordering the play area, or that the classrooms overlooked by the play area need screening.

Action: Cllr Mattock will talk to SBC representatives about tree planting, and meet with Adrian Downing to discuss the arrangements.

Cilla Slipper, a Blue Badge guide, met with Carole and Cllr Watts to discuss Old Town history, she also will meet with Jackie Moyles when Jackie has finished Jury Service.

Action: Carole and Cllr Watts will introduce Jackie Moyles to Cilla Slipper.

Colin and Adrian have met the head of Croft School and agreed on a Press Release inviting parents to the tree planting event on Friday 16th November.

Cllr Watts reported that there is a covenant in place on the Croft site keeping it as playing fields. Any changes to green spaces now have to be made after consultation with local residents. Cllr Bluh said there would never be a secondary school on the site, there isn't room for one.

Cllr Watts reported that the Croft car park now has new gates in place.

Cllr Bluh confirmed he had not said that the Mela had outgrown the Town Gardens venue at the Old Town group meeting.

5. Steve Rosier's Update

He will be coming to the December meeting, having apparently made good progress since September; a heritage assessment has been made, and he has been working with a company who produce high quality modern buildings in a historic setting. Plans will hopefully go to the planning committee by February 2013 and building will start in 2014.

6. Adrian Downing's Update on Tree Planting

Colin has also been involved, and both he and Adrian appeared in a photograph and article about the tree planting in that day's  Evening Advertiser. Martin Hambidge from SBC has been very helpful, supplying chippings and help from Swindon Rangers. There is some spare money from the £750 grant for the trees, £500 has been spent on trees and incidentals, Adrian wondered if £50 could be given to the Tree of Remembrance in recognition of help given by SBC.

On Friday 16th of November at 1pm, pupils, teachers and parents from the Croft School along with members of the committee will begin the tree planting.

The rest of the planting will take place on Saturday 17th of November ta 10.30am. The Croft Sports Centre has kindly loaned their urn for teas and coffees to be made for helpers. Cakes and biscuits will be donated by the committee. Carole thanked Adrian for his work organising the tree planting event.  Cllr Watts was thanked for acquiring the extra trees needed.

7. Clean up and Signage

It is hoped that in conjunction with Terry King of the Old Town group and Richard Deacon, a strategy can be worked out to smarten up Old Town. Cllr Bluh mentioned that street sign cleaning would be happening soon, and grey poles would be painted. Street furniture would be reviewed in an attempt to reduce clutter, and planters could be introduced; it was thought Jackie Moyles could co-ordinate this.

8. East Wichelstowe proposals for further development

Cllr Bluh informed us that there will be a Tesco Extra, or similar, built on land in front of the existing primary school.

The plans refer to the next phase of development which includes the building of a District Centre with a larger supermarket. The relief road may be realigned through the estate rather than by the M4. The point was made that if it is routed through the estate, it will not be a relief road diverting traffic away from  Old Town. The final plans have not been produced yet.

Action: Cllr Bluh will let us know when we can have a look at the plans and comment on them.

Action: Colin will write by the 20th of November 2012 to comment on PARA's concerns regarding the relief road.

9. The Bell Hotel Application for extending opening hours

           Cllr Mattock commented that late night music outside the Bell has annoyed residents of the               Pinnacle in the past. People leaving  premises in the early hours of the morning also cause a     disturbance. 

            Action: Cllr Mattock to find out which places   have licences until 1-2am.

10. Roadworks associated with the Croft School

Cllr Mattock said resurfacing of Marlborough Lane will happen asap. It was pointed out that the double yellow lines in the middle of the road need blotting out. The roadworks are now 95% complete, to completely finish them, the road will need to be closed, this will happen after Christmas. The Marlborough Lane/Evelyn Street pavement will be constructed soon.

Carole has spoken to Matt Penman about the dangerous features of the new pavements and road layouts.

Action: Cllr Bluh will inform Matt Penman about the concerns and request a site visit.

Road layout signs will be installed. A street light has been removed and not replaced.

Action: Cllr Mattock will ask for reinstatment of the street light which was outside the

 former test centre.

11. Signage for Croft Sports centre

The signage for Croft Sports Centre has been left lying on the ground for a long time.

Action: Cllr Bluh will get old signage removed and new signage installed.

12. Irregular Plastic Recycling

Marlborough Lane residents do not have a regular plastic recycling collection, and residents of St.Margaret's Road, Winifred Street and Evelyn Street requested that collections of recycling should not happen between 7.30 and 8.30am

Action: Cllr Bluh will contact the recycling department of the council to discuss these matters.

13. STFC Academy Training

16-18 year old boys and girls arrive to play football in the day wearing Swindon kit. They leave a lot of litter.

Action: Cllr Watts will find out who is using the facility and for how long, and raise concerns about the litter that the individuals are dropping on their way to and from Croft.

14. Parking in the Croft Area

            This is particularly difficult after 9pm when there are no parking spaces left at all. The    

             daytime is not a problem. Concerns raised about installation of any further drop kerbs in the area which result in parking bay loss.

            Action: Cllr Watts will find out when the traffic analysis is taking place.

15. Update on Planning Training

Bernie Brannin will set up a generic training session to enable us to understand the new planning regulations.

Carole asked about her suggestion that the council  planning committee should face their audience, and whether it had been considered.

Action: Cllr Bluh will find out about this. 

16. Local Plan 2026

Kareen said she would read through this if given a copy.

Action: Cllr Bluh  agreed to send Kareen a copy of the Local Plan  2026.

17. Grey Peugot 406 reg: V962 LHK

Action: Cllr Mattock agreed to organise the removal of this car from outside 4, St. Margaret's Road

18. Retrospective Planning Application for Banners

This will neaten up the banners.

19. Civic Voice

Martha Parry from Civic Voice will be invited to talk at our meeting in January 2013.

AOB

Planning matters- a single story annexe has been built in the garden of 30, Evelyn Street, and planning permission has been sought to make it a 2 storey building.

Action: All three councillors will investigate.

            Claire told us that her complaint that residents were misinformed when they were told in     April 2010 that the Croft School was temporary only and that no permanent school was planned for the site has been dismissed. Claire wants to appeal against the decision, but wants to know how she does this.

Action: Cllr Bluh will raise the issue with Stephen Taylor to ensure that Claire's request is responded to promptly.

Dates of Next Meetings: 10th December at 7.30pm and 14th of January at 7.30pm

Venue: Carole Bent's house: The Old Nursery, Marlborough Lane.

