Minutes of Pipers Area Residents’ Association meeting held 8.6.15 at 7.30pm at the Wheatsheaf
1. Apologies:  Carole Bent, Judith Randell-Sly, Kareen Boyd, Colin Doubleday, Jane Milner-Barry, Chris Hawkins, Bea Menier.
Present: Susanne Webb, James Waterhouse, Claire Bouverie-Brine, Cllr Watts, Cllr Ellis, Cllr Mattock, PC Sophia Best, Linda Kasmaty
Observers: Linda Amis and Chris Telus
2. Minutes of the last meeting proposed by Claire and seconded by Cllr Watts.
3. Matters arising
Cllr Watts reported that Andy Brown, SBC environmental health officer, has told her that the extractor fan exhaust fumes are below the limits that would require it to have planning permission before being operated. When asked if this meant the exhaust fumes had been tested, she didn’t know, but had been assured it can operate without planning permission.
4. Police update
PC Sophia Best had a written report which she read through; offences were concerned with bicycles, either knocking people over when ridden on pavements, or being stolen from sheds. We were reminded that it is an offence to ride a bicycle on a pavement and encouraged to take photographs of offenders and send them to PC Best.
I will scan the document, and email it to you. Then put it on the website: www.pipersarea.co.uk
5. Councillors’ update
Cllr Watts said the old Town festival was looking very good this year with lots of activities happening both weekends and interesting things every evening of the week in between the weekends. We were reminded of the Foods of the World festival and Open Gardens on June 14 and £10 deals in many participating shops. There was a meeting last week about storage of items from the Museum and Art Gallery.
Cllr Ellis had been to a meeting between Nationwide and local residents about employee parking. 800 employees are being relocated to premises at Windmill Hill so this will ease congestion in the car parks. Quarterly meetings are held to review the situation re parking in the vicinity of Nationwide house, 20 residents attended this meeting; additionally Nationwide employ people to patrol the streets to ensure employees aren’t parking in surrounding streets. Council officers are also looking at all options to help with the problem.
The Localities system is changing, instead of having 7 leads, we will now have 4 project based leaders. Ours will be Mark Walker who will cover the town centre and south Swindon.
Cllr Mattock reported that the Corn Exchange development is still on target. Project manager, Steve Rosier has been on holiday, but on his return there will be signing of documents, if the arrangements are within agreed parameters. Steve Rosier will then sell space and development will start in 2016.
Grafitti is still a big problem.
6. May 17th –Let’s Look After
This was another great success, enjoyed by lots of people. Linda suggested it could be held on Sunday morning with a buffet lunch, or some sort of gathering if people wanted it afterwards so we could all get together when it had finished.
The next session could be held on October 18th, what do people think? 
People at the Foyer, opposite the Museum and Art Gallery are keen to join in next time, so we will try and remember to invite them and the 18th Scouts’ group.
7. Christmas Lights update 
Cllr Mattock met Bernie Brannon and is confident that S106 money can be used for Old Town to finance the lights. It will go to cabinet, hopefully, in July and there should be a £50000 allocation of money. Richard Deacon, chair of the old Town Business Group will then commission the lights so they are ready for the switch on of lights on 29 November. This will be a huge undertaking since there are 70+ lamp posts in the area to be lit, ie. Up Victoria Hill, along Devizes Road, Newport Street, High Street and Wood Street.
8. Dust extractor
Covered in matters arising.
9. Business operating behind St.Margaret’s Road
Councillors were unaware of this, but have now been alerted to the problems arising from this illegal operation.
10. AOB 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There was a concern that there are more people with sleeping bags and duvets in Old Town, particularly in the passageway between Wood Street and Hooper’s Place. A survival guide has been produced by Old Town Business Group, and PC Best and other organisations are involved with people who are begging. It was pointed out that people begging might not be homeless, but have no money for more than a roof over their heads.

Date of next meeting:  13th July at 7.30pm in the Wheatsheaf

